THE STARS AND STRIPES: FRANCE, FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 1918

SHORT ON DRILLS,
BUT LONG ON WORK

Engineers Toil Everywhere
in France From Base
Ports to Front

CAMBRA!I MADE 'EM HEBOES
One Regiment Alone 1s Scattered
Over Third of Country and
Doing About Everything

We don't knotw wuch ubont the drill
The Donghboys hare to dno,

But we'll make the Kaiser clear the track
And, boys, we'll shoot her through!
Woll  highball down  the Aisne and

Rope,
And this ix whatl well do—
Well ramble into Germany
With the old Ked, White and Blue.
—Rong of fhe Railrond Engineers.

Somewhere in  France—anywhete in
Frunce—everywhere in  France—youtl
see it—the red and white hat cord. It
may be wud spattered, it nay be faded :
it may. ns o matter of fact, be “back
home™ in g4 hut or i cteat e a box car
while the nominal wearer thereof ts out
witli hix blue denim hat and his over-
alls, and o pick or o wrench or a stide
e or g shovel, hand or stesm.

While the doughboy has been running
bis whetted bayonet through a stuffed
sack or the real thing, while the artil-
lery sharps have been whanging away
at a real or an bmaginary enemy, while
the avintors have been wetting the bal-
anee of thelr wings nnd the men to come
their tinal grooming, the wen with the
red and white hat cords and the castles

on their esHars have heen--working.
Yex. more than that, they bm:e been
Jabotiug.  They have been driving the

stakes st raising the tents for the big
show.

You have heard about the biggest re
frigerator in the workl, the uew doeks,
the Aneriean railways, the base hospit
afs. the supply depots, The engineers
bullt 'em.  You have seen, perhaps, the
new locomotives and heurd their reas
suring, remindful whistle, The engineers
put them together and the engiveers are
ruaning them. Frowm the first lipe to
the most obseure nooks of French for-
gats, anywhere and everywhere, you will
gee the englneer doing eversthing from
faxing steel while Fritz pours over “bot
st to triniming piles for a new dock.

Erpgineer units were among the first to
be organlzed after the United Ntates
entered the war, There were railrond
regiments, highway regiments and other
organizations for irious  varieties of
work which far hted Army oflicials
deemed of imperative and primary im-
portance, They were formed gquickly,
given short periods of traluing and
bustled over here.

Some Training, More Work

And then, without further training or
ado, wmest of them weat to work, Some
put down track sitently behind the Cam-
brai frout until an unexpected and pow
historiend incident disclosed their where-
abouts and thelr mettle. Others worked
elsewhere within the rading of enemy
guns, with onty brief bits of news now
and then to tell that they were running
trains which Hun artilierymen tried to
hit. or living in hillets whirh Boche avi-
ators dropped hombs upon.  The rest
seattered to the 57 corners of France nnd
began laying the practienl foundation
for effective actlon and victory.

One regiment, which got here last suny-

mer. made the dirt fly literally before
the snow aund rain few, and they kept it
fiving all winter, To this organization
was given the work of enlarging s
French port, to bring it up to American
war time needs, and half o bundred
secondary jobs, such as building n camp
for themselves and lIater enlarging it
into a huge rest eamp capable of shelter-
ing half a dozen incoming regiments;
putting down a 1,000-foot nrtesian well:
laying out un aviation field, and modern-
jzing and remodeling s building which
now is one of the important American
base hospitals,

'i‘hey Can Operate Anything

1t has operated pile drivers, steam
shovels, dredgers, work trains amd dozens
of lesser muchines, requiring highly
skilled workmen, aud it has done in one
winter what, to the ordinary construe-
tion contractor, would have been a two
year joh.

‘The regiment now Is divided and re-
divided, 1t is scattered over a third of
France. with detachments in scores of
citiee, hamlets and viliages, and some
just eamped out In the open, until cap-
tains and top sergeants, at pay roll and
muster time, hitve to be in a dozen piaces
at once.

The men are moking cuts nnd ballast-
ing roadbed for ‘kage, unloading ties
and rails and laying them, putting in
a switech here. a tank or coal bunkers
there. To the ecasual visitor over this
part of Frauce the method In the work
1s not obvious. The men awd the officers
themselves do not fully understand the
entlre scheme themselves, but somewhere
at the H.Q.D.GT. or at G.H.Q, AEF,
are a few men with estimates of yardage
apd work reports and specinl order
blanks who do know.

The work went on with a1 steady prog-

ress even through the winter, weather
bheing at times a distressing, but never
a retarding. clement. There were no
days off for rain or snow or mud. Xf the
rain fell, the men put on thelr ofl skin
spits and marched to the work un-
daunted. and if the mud was deep—and
1t usually was—they put on thelr rubber
boots. They worked eight full hours a
day seven days n week. and thig did pot
include the march to and from quarters.

Reveitle Before Dawn

The englueers usually stood reveille
before the first glimmer of dawn, and
bhad thelr breakfast over and were at
work by daylight. Their evening menl
and retreat, usually “stood” in overalls
or elickers, came after nlghtfall, and
there were emergencles when the men
worked in shifts and “kept the ball roll-
jog” 24 hours a day.

“We don't know much about the driil
the doughboys have to do,” the engineers
sing, The reason is they haven't had
time to learn. The engineers sll have
rifies. of course, and they get them out
and, by the light of a candle, clean them
and ofl them, and once in & while a com-
pany goes out and does squads right and
platoons left fust to keep up with the
rudiments of the game.

Some day, when there isn’t any need
for suppressing detalls, and the Army
generals have more time to tell it, the
story of the Awmericap engineer in this

war will be written, apd it will be a
record of surprising achievement.

)

It used to be the engineer who was
ajways io blame for the wreck. Now
it's the louse,

Yes, the louse! The humble, inoffend-
ing shirt-hound, the cootie, the fiannel-
buzzard, the only back-biter in the Army
that gets away with it—the louse, who
is_so fond of wman that be spends all his
time iryiug to get next to him. The
louse is the goat-—or worse. Long a s0-
cinl outeast, he is now about to be iso-
fated and interned for the duration of
the war. .

Evhaustive and painful  researches,
conducted by the combined committee of
investigators from the Amerloan and
British  Expeditibnary Forces, huave, so
to speak, “pinned the bug” on the louse
-—yes, the louse! (If you don't Iike to
hear us say “louse,” Gernldiue, then go
up somewhere where you can't hear us
say “louse,” for we've got to say “louse”
in order to tell this lousy story.) Said
tnvestigntors—medicos all—declare that
the louse, and noune other than the louse.
iz the communicator of the pet disease
of the exclusive western front—numely,
trench fever. Therefore, the Iouse, one
of the most precious heirlooms of the
Arwy. has got to go.

No Chance to Wriggle Out

He's been spotted, has the louse, from
the way he spotted bis vietims, He was
given every chance In the workd to prove
hitmself innocent, but he writhed and
twisted and wrigpled so much on the
witness stand, nnder the cross-examina-
tien of a high-powered microscope, that
he literally hanged himself.  The fact
that be took the stand in his own de-
feuse didn't help him a bit with the
Jurs. The jury was compoxed exclu-
stvely of doctors. No wonder its verdict
was cruel,

It’s a loug story, thiz story about the
fouse. It starts out with the Rritish-
Amerlean Committee, headed by Major
Richard P, Strong, V.S MR.C., gathered
together in solemn conclave to use up
purt of the $100.000 fund set aside by
the American Red Cross for research
work. They decided. right off the bat,
that the thing that needed reseavel the
most—in the medieal tine. that js—was
the malady known as trenel fever,

They started to work in a British hos.
pita! fn France, What they had to work
onr couststed of one offiver and 72 enlisted
men of the ALY, who volunteered- as
experimentation subjects, From them.
and the things they did to them. they
gleared the Information that not only
Is trench fever carried by complete fnue-
wlatlon. but §t is transwsitted in the se.
rum of the blood,

Shrapnel?—Guess Again

Ho far. go good. Now, what takes
blood out of & man. and gives it to an-
other? That was a poser for a while,
Somebady  guessed  shrapnel, somehody
guessedt by puibling,  somehody elsn
zuessed again, and thers they were, It
lm)!\:ed tike what var French friends eal)
an impasse,

Finally, one of the yvounger doctors,

EXTRY! DOCS BAG BANEFUL COOTIE!

who had Just come down from an aid
station up frent, scratehed his head in
search of a thought. lIfe didn't find a
though but— P

. You guessed if. Ile found one. He
wis i benmty (the find, not the doctor),
A nice little red one, s fut little belly
{the louse’s, not the doctor's) all dis-
tended with a lot of red corpuscle juice.
He was just about to hop from the doc-
tor's hend to the person of one of his
brother practitioners ttheé doctor's not
the leuse's) when the doctor caught him,
il eronched for the spring.

“Eurela ! shouted the doctor. lupsing
into Greek in the excltement of the mo-
ment, “Pve got it. It's the louse that
takes blood out of & man and gives it to
another. And, pari passu, ceteris pari-
bus,” he went on, lapsing into Iatin in
a state of lesser excitement, “if the man
bitten first has the trench fever, the
louse that bit blm will, when he bites
the next mmnn, transmit the trench fever
to hhm! It's as plain as the nose on your
face,” he remarked. in conclusion, look-
ing squarely at the chairman of the
committee,

Experiments Are Begun

But the committee, being composed ex-
clusively of medicos, refused tu take bis
word for it. Doctors never take apy-
body's word for anything, and they make
o exception even with those members
of their profession who occastonally dig
np something original,  As iu thi e,
their brather had dug up only such un
unorigina! thing as a lonse, they were
disy 1 to take his ndvice with a grain
of dixinfectant, to say the least. Be
sides, he was young, and dectors all be-
leve that the young should be sat npon.

Nevertheless, they began experiment-
Ing on a large scale with the body lonse,
To be sure that they wonld get no body
Hee which had been aiready inoeubuted
with fererum frenchinm {(or whitever
the pickunme for it wmay be). they sent
fo Fngland for some hody lice of pure
hreed that had not yet heen catied npon
for overseas serviee in the ranks. After

a long search-—to he fair to old ¥ng

Fve done sonw dirty diggin', and I°
I've marched for many iniles n
I've loaded trucks, and chopped up

They worked me In the kitchen tili

1t’s on thoxe hitter
And cursin’ ev

cintry pights-

And all the time a-thinkin® of your
Yep?! I'd sooner do wmost anyth

ARABIAN KNIGHT
LOSES WILD RACE

Pursuit of Embusque Had
To Be Cautious With
Lady Aboard

Down at Y.M.C.A, Headquarters Nurse
———~ and three convalescent patients
are recovering (slowly) from the shock
of an automobile nccident which befell
then the other day when she sas mak-

of the hospitals.

‘The driver was no less a person than

an Arab nobleman, an ex-aviation officer
wounded several times in battle and still
carrying a bullet embedded in bis skull.
He is a marvelous chauffenr, Ford or
no Ford, snd tbe accldent was simply
this—thutt a low-down ear tried to pass
bim on the road and that that Jow-dewn
car happened to be driven by some oue
for whom the Arablan had no earthly
use,
On the not very great streugth of the
nurse’s previous suggestion that she was
in somewbat of a hurry, the Arabian
opened up and that bit of Freuch coun.
tryside was thereupon-treated to a wild
race it will never forget, a race that just
missed nineteen disastrous collisions and
that was accompanied by a hajr-ralsing,
rapid-fire interchange of French cursing
such as it takes years amd years in the
FLatin Quarter to acgunire ov even appre-
clate,

The convalesceuts wondered what sur-
pieal ward they would land in and what
nurse would tend them. The nurse
thunked her stars she did oot know
enough French te understand the talk
with which the startled afr was blue

ably stirred by ancestral memories of
Arab ateeds racing over .the sun-baked
desert.

Thus ran the race until, just when
disaster of some sort seemed Inevitable,
the tow-down car ylelded up the road
and disappenred down a little side-rue.

When their own car gradually slowed
down and its startied passengers had
caught their breaths again, the Arablan
explatned.

“Fad 1 ubt bad a lady aboard,” he
said, “I would not have driven so cawu-
tously. 1 would have damaged that
fellow. Do you know what he wus? An
embusque. 1 spit in bis direction”

And he did,

HIGHLY HONORED

Private Biocks: I saw the General
the otber day,

Private Banks: Ub-huh?

Private Binks: Yes, I saw the General
and had quite a talk with bim.

“And tben 1 went along ‘the street Private Banks (quite interested):
and ran iato o Canasdian. He was a| Zasso? Whnat did he say?
grept scout!” Prigate Bigks (much elated): Why,
“Ihasso? What part of Canada did | be came into the office, and I was waitin’

be come from?’
“Ob—from New Zesland!”

there to see the Cap'n, and I stood up

ON GUARD
But I'd sooner do them all at onee than huve to go on gard,

And tlx!*tx 1 juined the firing squad. the oue that shevels conl,
P've even picked up stumps and seraps avound the barraeks yand
Rut I'd sooner do it all again than have (o go on guard,

v German hoob, and nostly Kalser B,
Tis then you knew within your goul there’s nothing quite so hard
Ax being routed ont of bed to have 1o go on gunrd.

It's being out alone at night, and walkin® up aud down,
Amd speskin’ not o word until the sergeant comes aroun’,

ing her regular Lady Bountiful roundsii

The driver's own thoughts were prob-

ve toted heavy fonds,
day on stimy. muddy romds:
woed, and thought it mighty bapd,

it tried my utmost soul.

Nour hackhons 31l i

“hill,

Nusies or your Mund- -
ing than have to go on guaard,
FLJ, WATRON, Spt, Engrs.

LOCAL NO,~—-, A.E.F.
Tired Sentry (who las just been
awakened for 2 1o 4 aan. «hift) : Jiminy
whiek ! My turn again! 1 enly turned
in ten minutes ago,
Corporal of the Guard: You fall right
in, Lo,

only part of the Army that keeps union
hours?

FRENCH WAR POSTERS

Do not fail to cail and s
lection in Paris, or SEN

e the best caol:
50 FRANCS
for 12 CHOICE ONES,

POST FREE IN FR TOR U8 A

BRENTANO’S
37 Avenue de 'Opéra, PARTS.

PARIS
15 ¢. Boissy-d Axgles—~Near Place de I Concerde

HOTEL
VOUILLEMONT

(A. DELLE DONNE & CIE)

REBUILT IN 1913
EVERY COMFORT

Restanrsat ot fined price aud'd I carte

WALK-OVER

SHOES

34 Boulevard des Italiens
19-21 Bou). des Capucines

PARIS

AN soldiers are wele
come at the WALK«
OVER Stores, where
they can apply for any
informationand where
all poasible services of
any kind wiil be rend-
ered tree of charge.

e
Trade Mark

LYONS, 12 Rue de Ja Répablique
NAPLES, 215 Via Roma

The WALK-OVER. French Conversation
Book ™ and Catalogue will be cebt gratis
- any soldier applying for it,

and saloted, and he said, “Rest!”

“WE FIND THE ACCUSED—GUILTY!"

Ain't you satisfied to be in the

Tand- they suceeeded in fimding o few
lee whith had not only not bad trench
fever. but which bad been hitherto une
exposedt  to mumps. whooping cough,
measles, treneli feet. chilblains, grippe.
or housemauid's knee,

These uninvculated, chemivaliy  pure
lice they. brought back in n tin box to
the hospital In France. After they bad
been rested up from fheir voyage across,
the ductors began feeding the little darl-
ings, one ut n time. on men who were
inoculited with trench fever. Then they
let them jump to men who had not heen
inoculsted.  Result: The secomd bouch
of men promptly got the trench fever.

Getting the Goods on Him

Fhis would have been conclusive proof
of the louse's guiit, for auybody but
doetors,  Not so with them; they like to
give their patients a run for their money,
30 they let the louse vamp on until there
was no possible doubt in the minds of
any of them that the louse was the run-
ner, the agent de ligison, or whatever
you want to call him, who spreads the
disease from command to  command.
Theg therefore got together, and pro-
nounced  sentence upon the louse in a
body, without a single disseuting vote.

The germ of french fever has not yet
been isolated, and it is vot expeeted that
it will e’ for some time to come; but
i start has been made, at least, in loeat-
ing the tramsnitter of it. "The campaign
from now on will consist of a great
drive to get rid of lice—using preventive
mensures i of inoculation  and
curalive ones, as it were, to prevent the
fever's spremd.

The louse, like o Turk, hates baths.
The lonse. }ike n Bulgarian, hates stean
andries,  Tle hntes soap as the devil
fintes ol water, Therefore, the doctors
and the men of the Nanirary Corps and
the company compunders and everybody
concerned, aire voing to go after the louse
by first going after the men with baths
and steam Immmdries, and soq with a
il At I i along
the front “delonsing ire to be
set up, amd there all men enpturing Hee
will be directed to report with their pris-
ouers for examimtion and detention un-
til the liee ave all thoroughly disemn-
barked,

Neverst packs of bioeded lonse hounds
sre to be breught over from Englmd to
foin in the fme amd ery. Louse bunting
in the opet. Inck of the lines. hoth on
horse and afoust, promises to becone one
of the great sports of the spring during
the rext periods, The ery has gone
forih: "No peace with louseoeracy &7

BELGIAN ORPHAN
FINDS A.E.F. HOME

William Jockey, Waif of 13
Who Looks Nine, Goes
to School in 0.D.

“OLD MAN” KEEPS TEMPER
Admirabld*Act, Says Colonel, and
*  Plan Spreads Through
.Whole Regiment

Thieyi catled bim “Jeckey” becuuse be
oked tike one When he put on his frst
O.1). shirt and breeches, donated by the
smallest man of the compuny. The name
probably will stick, for at the school to
which he bas been sent he is enrolled
under the nume of Willilam Jockey.

Jockey Is 2 Belgian walf, who says he
is 18 nnd looks nine. He was adopted
geveral months ngo by a company of
Amerlcan railway engineers after he had
been fathered by several British units in
Belgium for a year. As near as can be
fearned he js an orphan. Iie was out-
fitted in full O.D. equipment—all do-
nated and ail too lsrge—and fed for a
couple of weeks ot the compamy Ivess
clandestinely, because it was teared “the
old man might get wise,”

The “old man” eventually did get wise,
but he didn’t get sore, too, In fuct, he
was pleased and went to the colonel, who
sent word down that it was an “admir-
able act™ and that Jockey would be semi-
officially countenaneed as a permanent
mascot amd protege of the company if a
specinl contribution were made to the
cotrpany mess fund to comply with Army
regulations. -

Best Bunk for Deadhead Guest

The hat was puassed for a mess fund
and the sun gathered provided a surpias
big enocugh to buy Jockey a tailor-made
mniform and the rest of an outfit. After
that be siept In the best bunk in the
company’s quurters and held an informal
Freuch elass every evening, nt which, it
nay be mentioned, he picked up more
Enzlish than his students did French,
A mouth age it waos declded that
Jockey ought to be getting an education.
s futnre was debated at a formal
company meeting and it was declded to
send him to # boys' school in a clty near
by, Every man pledged himself to con-
tribute two francs & month for his sup-
port.

Two other companies in the sane regi-
ment have adopted Belgian hoys in the
Iaxt few weeks and sre planning to send
them to school, and the six remaining
companies are looking for others. It's
gefting to be the strle.
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To Send Money Home
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A Bank with movre than 1,000 branches throughout Francs,

Thete you will find Wells Fargo bienk forms and instractions. You
get o Wells Fargo receipt.
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The AytoStrop Razor

in its

New Military Kit and -Other Styles .

TFhe Military Kit in Three Styles—Khaki, Pigskin and
: Contains Trench Mirror, 2} x 33, -
ready for use when hung up attached to case. : ’

The Only Razor That Sharpens Its Own Blades

Black Leather.

To Dealers:

It strops them, keeps them free from rust, shaves

is cleaned-—all without taking apart. A

freshly stropped blade Is easier to shave with

The twelve blades that go s
with the razor will get at least 500 F RESH, .
CLEAN SHAVES.

and

than a new blade.

The AuteStrop Mazer can ke purchased in mnchi.',lwns, Canteens and Post Exchanges
ALWAYS A SHARP BLADE 1

_AutoStrop Safety

. Razor Co.
343 Fifth Aven ue, New York

Write to us for full particulars about our 30-day free
trial offer, which bas proved so successful. 4

AutoStrop Safety

Razor Co. Ltd.
83 Duke St., Toronto, Canada
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